A rare 2,000-year-old scroll about the early years
of Buddhlsm IS made public

Thw vién Quéc hdi da cong bd mot van ban hiém hoi 2.000
nam truwoc cua Phat giao va né cung cap mot cai nhin thoang
qua Vvé lich sir Phat giao trong nhirng nam hinh thanh.

By Allen Kim, CNN
Updated 0004 GMT (0804 HKT) July 30, 2019
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A portion of the Gandhara scroll from the Library of Congess

(may dich) (CNN) Thw vién Qubc hoi da cong bé mét van ban hiém hoi 2.000 ndm trwéc cia Phat gido va
nd cung cap mot cai nhin thoang qua vé lich sir Phat gido trong nhung nam hinh thanh.

Cudn sach cé ngudn gbc & Gandhara, mét khu vwc Phat gido cé & mién béc Afghanistan va Pakistan. Chi
c6 vai tram ban thdo Gandharan dwoc cac hoc gia trén toan thé gidi biét dén, va mbi ban déu quan trong
dé hidu duoc sy phat trién ban dau ctia van hoc Phat gido. Vi du, bang cach s dung phan tich ngén ngi,
cac hoc gia nghién ctru cac ban thao nay dé 1ap biéu dé cho sy truyén ba ctia Phat gido khap chau A.

Ban van Gandhara thuat lai b&i Dlirc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni, nha lanh dao tén gido con dwoc goi la
Siddhartha Gautama, va ké cau chuyén vé 13 vj Phat di trwéc Ngai, sw xuét hién cia chinh Ngai va dw
doan vé mot vi Phat twong lai. Théng tin vé méi vi Phat séng dwoc bao lau, tang I&p xa hdi ma méi vi Phat
duworc sinh ra va thoi gian gido hoa bao lau déu dwoc ghi chép trong van ban.

(CNN)The Library of Congress made public a rare 2,000-year-old text of early Buddhism on Monday,
and it offers a glimpse into early Buddhist history during its formative years.

The scroll originated in Gandhara, an ancient Buddhist region in northern Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Only a few hundred Gandharan manuscripts are known to scholars worldwide, and each is vital to
understanding the early development of Buddhist literature. For instance, using linguistic analysis,
scholars study these manuscripts to chart the spread of Buddhism throughout Asia.



The Gandhara text is narrated by Shakyamuni Buddha,
the religious leader also known as Siddhartha
Gautama, and tells the story of the 13 Buddhas who
preceded him, his own emergence and the prediction of
a future Buddha. Information on how long each Buddha
lived, the social class they were born into and how long
their teachings endured are all chronicled in the text.

Buddhism Fast Facts

"This is a unique item because it is very old compared to similar manuscripts and, as such, it does
bring us, historically speaking, relatively close to the lifetime of the Buddha," Jonathan Loar, reference
librarian in the Asian Division at the Library of Congress, said in a statement.

The library's scroll retains nearly 80% of the original text, with only the beginning and end missing.
Most other Gandharan scrolls known to scholars are more fragmentary.

"l wanted to find a way to share this incredibly unique item with the public," Loar told CNN. "The scroll
is very well-preserved thanks to the work of the Library's conservators, but it is still incredibly fragile."

Purchased in 2003 from a private collector, the scroll is one of the most complicated and fragile pieces
that the Library of Congress has ever treated. It took conservators several years to devise a treatment
strategy, and they practiced unrolling techniques on dried-up cigars.

The treatment of the text would've never been possible if not for the unique conditions in which it was
stored.

"One reason is that Gandharan scrolls, like the one at the Library of Congress, were typically buried in
terra cotta jars and interred in a stupa, a dome-shaped structure often containing Buddhist texts or
relics," Loar said. "Another reason is that the relatively high, arid climate of the Gandharan region
helps preserve materials like manuscripts on birch bark."

Although the manuscript itself is too fragile for public display, by digitizing the text, the library is able to
share this important piece of history with the public.

Library of Congress

wwsceermenmarecra. @a@ndhara scroll.
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Title

Gandhara scroll.



Summary

Contains information on the parallel lives of fifteen buddhas: Dipankara, Sarvabhibhd, Padmottara,
Atyuccagamin, Yasottara, Sakyamuni [I], Tisya, Vipasyin, Sikhin, Vi$vabha, Krakucchanda, Konakamuni,
Kasyapa, Sakyamuni [l] (also known as Siddhartha Gautama), and Maitreya. The scroll gives the
buddhas' predictions of Sakyamuni's future coming as the Buddha; his four courses of training under the
other buddhas; their lifespans; eons in which they lived; social class into which they were born; their
assemblies of disciples; and duration of their teachings.

"The ancient kingdom of Gandhara (today's Afghanistan and Pakistan) is the source of the oldest
Buddhist manuscripts in the world, as well as the oldest manuscripts from South Asia in existence.
Acquired in 2003, the Library's Gandhara scroll roughly dates between the first century BCE and first
century CE. Its language is Gandhari, a derivative of Sanskrit, and the script is called Kharoshthi.
Scholars have informally called this scroll the Bahubuddha Sutra, or 'The Many Buddhas Sutra,' because
it resembles a text with a similar name in Sanskrit. The scroll discusses the lives of fifteen buddhas. The
text is narrated by Shakyamuni Buddha who gives very short biographies of thirteen buddhas who came
before him, followed by his birth and emergence as Shakyamuni Buddha, and ending with the prediction
of the future buddha, Maitreya. The biographies contain other information, such as how long each
buddha lived, how each predicted the eventual appearance of Shakyamuni Buddha, what social class
the buddha was born into, and how long his teachings endured"-- Provided by Library of Congress Asian
Division staff.

Created / Published

[Gandhara] : [producer not identified], [approximately 1st century B.C.-approximately 1st century A.D.]

Subject Headings

Notes

Buddhas--Early works to 1800

Manuscripts, Kharosthi--Washington (D.C.)

Manuscripts, Prakrit--Washington (D.C.)

Title devised by cataloger.

- This scroll on birch bark originates from the ancient Buddhist region of Gandhara (Pakistan and
Afghanistan today) and is one of the oldest known Buddhist manuscripts. It is written in the Gandhari
Prakrit language in Kharoshthi script, which is read from top to bottom and right to left. Because the
scroll contains writing on both sides, the scribe would have flipped the scroll vertically to continue writing
on the verso.

- Manuscript is in six large fragments and approximately 130 smaller fragments; mostly complete with
the very beginning and end missing. Fragments are stored flat in two custom clamshell boxes measuring
73.5 x 45 x 7.8 cm. One box contains the six large fragments and the other box contains the smaller
fragments.

- Digitized images of this manuscript reflect the number, orientation, and order of fragments upon its
unrolling and preservation in glass casing. In the image of the recto of the six large fragments, the three
smallest fragments should be rotated 180 degrees to read the scroll.

- Described in: Krueger, Holly H. "Conservation of the Library of Congress' Gandhara Scroll: a
Collaborative Process." The Book and Paper Group annual, 27 (2008).

- Described in: Salomon, Richard. "One Buddha, 15 Buddhas, 1,000 Buddhas.” Recorded November
15, 2018 at the Library of Congress. Running time: 75 minutes.



Medium
1 scroll.
Call Number/Physical Location
BQ4670 .G36
Library of Congress Control Number
2018305008
Access Advisory
Restricted access; material extremely fragile; please use online digital image.
Language
Prakrit Languages
Online Format
image
Description

Contains information on the parallel lives of fifteen buddhas: Dipankara, Sarvabhibhd, Padmottara,
Atyuccagamin, Yasottara, Sakyamuni [I], Tisya, Vipasyin, Sikhin, Vi$vabha, Krakucchanda, Konakamuni,
Kasyapa, Sakyamuni [l] (also known as Siddhartha Gautama), and Maitreya. The scroll gives the
buddhas' predictions of Sakyamuni's future coming as the Buddha; his four courses of training under the
other buddhas; their lifespans; eons in which they lived; social class into which they were born; their
assemblies of disciples; and duration of their teachings. "The ancient kingdom of Gandhara (today's
Afghanistan and Pakistan) is the source of the oldest Buddhist manuscripts in the world, as well as the
oldest manuscripts from South Asia in existence. Acquired in 2003, the Library's Gandhara scroll roughly
dates between the first century BCE and first century CE. Its language is Gandhari, a derivative of
Sanskrit, and the script is called Kharoshthi. Scholars have informally called this scroll the Bahubuddha
Sutra, or 'The Many Buddhas Sutra,' because it resembles a text with a similar name in Sanskrit. The
scroll discusses the lives of fifteen buddhas. The text is narrated by Shakyamuni Buddha who gives very
short biographies of thirteen buddhas who came before him, followed by his birth and emergence as
Shakyamuni Buddha, and ending with the prediction of the future buddha, Maitreya. The biographies
contain other information, such as how long each buddha lived, how each predicted the eventual
appearance of Shakyamuni Buddha, what social class the buddha was born into, and how long his
teachings endured"-- Provided by Library of Congress Asian Division staff.
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Manuscript/Mixed Material
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Washington D.C.
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Early Works to 1800
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Washington (D.C.)
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Now Online! The Gandhara Scroll, a Rare 2,000-Year-Old Text of Early Buddhism
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Webcast video of "One Buddha, 15 Buddhas, 1,000 Buddhas":
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Buddha on the rock wall
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Great bronze statue of Buddha, Kamakura, Japan
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